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Implementation Report

Almond grafting workshops

Almond has been introduced by Canaan Fair Trade Company as a cash crop, returns to
Palestinian farmers with higher economic values to be one of the most cultivated crops
in Palestine which is activate the export trade to the global markets.

Focus was on almonds which are native to Palestine. Hassan Al-Assad variety has its
economic value in the Palestinian market. With CORE, the almond sector has been
developing through value chain studies and development strategies; through improving
organic almond production practices and solving problems facing the almond sector to
give supports and opportunities for Palestinian almond farmers.

Grafting is very important as a preventive measurements in organic agriculture to
manage the most of almonds challenges that disallowed the development of almond
productivity and quality in Palestine and it is a good practice could be done to solve the
pollination problems in almond beside the other practices.

To improve the Almond productivity by correcting existing pollinators and introducing
type-true pollinators to existing poorly-pollinated orchards, as well as to build farmers
skills in almond grafting, CORE implemented a series of workshops targeting major
locations of almond production in Palestine (table.1). The workshops were presented by
by an almond expert Mr. Kamel Alkhatib. Besides farmers, the workshops targeted
researchers, extension agents and other almond specialists of the Ministry of Agriculture
and other nongovernmental organizations; in the workshops held, almond specialists
were urged to disseminate the mentioned findings to farmers and other interested
stakeholders.

Each workshop was composed of a theoretically and a practically part, practical
sessions were recorded and videos were posted on CORE's Facebook page and You-
tube for further dissemination. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3hbbQEfCx40&feature=youtu.be,https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9-
n2iuwm?24&feature=youtu.be).
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The workshops covered different almond grafting techniques of different seasons and
timings. In addition, the trainer answered a wide range of technical questions asked by
the farmers on almonds supplementary irrigation, pest and disease, fertilization,
pollination and others. The farmers were also supplied with grafting materials and
started to graft their own almond pollinators which was followed up in the farmers' farms

by CORE's team.

Table (1): Workshop locations, dates and numbers of attendees.

Location Date Attendees | Number of Attendees
1 | Agaba 15-04-2017 Farmers 11
2 | Teanik 22-04-2017 Farmers 9
3 | Alselah al-Hartheya | 29-04-2017 Farmers 9
4 | Alyamoun 13-05-2017 farmers 15
5 | Jenin (CORE) 20-05-2017 Farmers 39
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